SCGSG
DECEMBER 2020

A Christmas term
unlike any other

A message from the

Headteacher
Dr. Barbara Minards

We have finally made it to the end
of the most unusual term! We
have had to contend with keeping
students in year group bubbles,
adapting to the one way system,
wearing masks in corridors,
numerous different routines which
minimise mixing and sharing of
resources in order to help limit
the spread of Covid-19. It seems
that every aspect of school life
has had to be thought about
and redesigned from scratch.
Classroom
layouts,
cleaning
regimes, catering services, use
of practical equipment and
administrative systems have all
been modified. Teachers have
adapted to ‘teaching from the
front’ in order to remain two
metres apart from students whilst
in lessons and assemblies are prerecorded and shown in individual
tutor rooms on Wednesday
mornings. Students in all year
groups have amazed us with their
resilience and how quickly they
have become used to the new
routines. It is strange to think that
our new Year 7 and 12 students
have only experienced Sutton Girls
in these ‘bubble term’ conditions!
Throughout the term we have
had various numbers of students
having to self-isolate; whole year

groups, teaching groups, form
groups and individuals. With very
little notice staff, students and
their families have had to make the
adjustment from being in school
to learning from home. We have
embraced Microsoft Teams and
self-isolating students are now able
to follow the ‘normal’ school day,
starting with virtual registration
and tutor time, followed by
their five lessons. These lessons
are a combination of narrated
PowerPoint presentations, live
video lessons and a variety of
different resources. Students are
able to use the chat function to
communicate with their teacher
and classmates from home
during lesson time. Throughout
the term homework has been
set and collected in using Teams
and students have been given
feedback electronically.
All of the arrangements that we
put in place for the full re-opening
of the school in September will
continue for the spring term. So we
will be returning after Christmas
to the second bubble term, the
qualities ‘flexible, adaptable and
positive’ that I shared with staff
during the first training days and
students in their first assemblies
will again be called upon as we still

face so many uncertainties.
As we reflect on this term, we
remember how much has been
achieved since September when
the vast majority of students
and staff had not been in school
full time since the first lockdown
began in March. All students have
returned to their normal timetable
(even though many lessons now
take place in different classrooms
with different approaches to
teaching and learning) providing
them with a broad and balanced
curriculum including practical
subjects. We also have many extracurricular events and enrichment
activities to celebrate. These range
from Year 7 netball, Year 9 robotics
club, Year 10 Bronze DofE and Year
13 student led wellbeing sessions.
The long tradition of Charity has
continued with collections for local
food banks. There is a positive,
supportive and caring atmosphere
in school and our Sutton Girls
community spirit as strong as ever.
I hope you and your families have
a lovely Christmas holiday and a
happy, healthy and more normal
New Year!
Take care,
Dr Minards

Stafﬁng News
This week we say goodbye to
Mrs Gill Page from the History
Department. Mrs Page joined
us in September 2017 and has
been a positive, enthusiastic and
caring member of staff who will
be greatly missed by students

and colleagues. We wish her all
the best with her re-location to
Chester. We are looking forward
to welcoming six new staff in
January: Mark Jacques Assistant
Building
Services
Supervisor,
Matthew Moody IT Systems
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Leader, Elaine Wilcox Mental
Health Lead, Gemma Buck Teacher
of Psychology and Sociology, Amy
Shah Head of Religious Studies
and Lucy Woodhall Teacher of
History.

Digital book celebrates students’ artwork
Mr M. Davis
Head of Art
At the beginning of the first
lockdown in March, our GCSE
and A-Level Art students were
preparing
to
demonstrate
the culmination of 2 years’
work, their courses ceased
unexpectedly.
The students had, however,
completed their coursework.
To celebrate their dedication
to their artwork we have
made a selection of their work
to exhibit in a digital form.
Whilst we are unable to have a
physical exhibition it would be
unforgiveable for the efforts of
our students to never be shown
off.

This
collection
of
work
represents
the
combined
effort, passion and desire for
excellence from the GCSE and
A-Level Art classes of 2020.
Please enjoy viewing the work
and see it as a celebration of the
arts and their importance to all
our wellbeing.
w w w.sut tcold.bham.sch.uk /
artbook2020

Student collections for food bank charities
Miss L. Silcock
Cloud 9
On the back of organising
letters of thanks and gratitude
to veterans on Remembrance
Day, our Cloud 9 Volunteers
have shone through once again.
On Wednesday 9th December,
they organised a non school
uniform day in return for a food
donation.
These donations will be split
between 3 local food banks
– The Trussell Trust, Food4U
and Sutton Coldfield Baptist
Church. The response has been
overwhelming, and the Cloud 9
volunteers have worked so hard
sorting out the mountains of
generous contributions.
Thank you to them and to
everyone who has donated to
the cause, it really will make a
huge difference to families in
need.
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A Day in the Life
Year 10 student Lee goes through their day
learning remotely while in isolation...

I think we can all agree that this
term has been very different;
with one-way systems, different
lunch times and other students
having to isolate unexpectedly. As
much as I don’t want to admit it, I
was happy for a short break from
school at the end of November, all
the homework and managing my
little crochet business was starting
to get a bit too much! Whilst we
were not having to travel to and
from school each day, it gave me
a couple extra hours to focus on
work.
A day in isolation started with me
waking up around 8:30am, not
forgetting to get my chocolate
from my advent calendar, today
was a small pack of Smarties! I
registered on Microsoft teams at
8:55am; the majority of my form
time activities have stayed the
same as when we are in school.
I used my phone to watch an
assembly about valuing ourselves
by Miss Flannery, I checked my
timetable and saw I had supervised
study first thing. I used the time
to catch up on my homework, I
then realised it was time for my
Maths lesson. In Maths we were
working from a PowerPoint that
our teacher had recorded herself
speaking over, we also did some
questions on Dr Frost which is an
online maths website. During my
isolation period, the teachers used
a number of techniques to help
us with our learning such as using
online resources and streaming
live lessons.
I like the live lessons as having my
teacher there and speaking to me

gave me lots of motivation to do
the work set, especially when it
was English. After reading a VERY
big plot twist in ‘An Inspector
Calls’ the book we are studying
in English, it was lunch time. After
staring into the fridge for too long
I decided on making pancakes, this
was probably my favourite point
throughout the two weeks as
my mum and I ended up sharing
some pancakes together. Once I
was suﬃciently stuffed with said
pancakes, I went back on teams
to my last two lessons which were
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Physics and Food Preparation
& Nutrition. Food lessons are a
bit different at the moment as
we couldn’t complete any of our
practical sessions. To make up for
this, I made dinner more often
for my family which also helped
relieve some stress from my
mum’s shoulders.
Overall I have enjoyed my time in
isolation more than I expected. I
didn’t even feel lonely as I had my
friends there who I could video call
all day!

Lego Mindstorm robotics kits engage
budding computer science students
Mr J. Perks
STEM Coordinator
This has been a very exciting few
weeks in the new SCGSG STEM
lab. We have taken delivery of
our Lego Mindstorms robotics
kits and the students have
had great fun unboxing the
equipment and starting to find
their way through the new
software and hardware.

will be able to program to carry
out all manner of tasks. As the
students have shown so much
dedication and enthusiasm in
the Year 9 Robotics Club, we
have decided to submit a team
into the national Raising Robots

competition.
This will start off with local heats
and a lead to a national final (all
virtually, of course!). We look
forward to seeing the robots
that are created and wish our
students the best of luck!

Very soon we will have moving,
lifting, talking robots that we

Year 8 French Spelling bee. Félicitations!
top to progress to the Regional
Stage. However, like so many
things this year, the competition
had to be put on hold due to the
lockdown in March. After a long
wait, the students were able to
compete in the Regional stage of
the competition via video link in
October.

Mrs A. Harradence
MFL Department
Huge congratulations go to
Emma, Emily and Matilda who
have made it through to the
National Finals of the French
Spelling Bee Competition, run
by Routes into Languages. It
has been a long journey for our
3 super spellers, having started
the competition in Year 7. The
competition was launched for the
first time at SCGSG in September
2019 and all Year 7s were invited
to take part in the class contest.
The
competition
requires
students to translate and spell
words correctly in French, all in
timed conditions. The successful

students then took part in the
school round of the competition
in February, in which Emma,
Emily and Matilda came out on
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We received the exciting news
last month that all three of our
star spellers had performed at
such a high level that they had
made it through to the National
Finals, which will be running via
video link at the end of term. I’m
sure you will join me in wishing all
3 students “bonne chance”!

Concert brings usual Christmas
cheer despite COVID restrictions
Mr C. Collet
Head of Music
This year’s Christmas Concert
has been quite different to
normal.
With regulations
preventing us from any ‘live’
music performances around
100 students have participated
in Sutton Coldfield Grammar

School for Girls first ever online
Christmas Concert.
Many recordings have been made
in year group bubbles during
instrumental lessons. In addition
around 50 students submitted
tracks for a massed item as the
finale to the concert – Santa Claus
is Coming to Town.
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A big thank you to all of the
students and staff who took
part, to our wonderful team
of peripatetic teachers from
Services for Education Music
Service and to Mr Hall for putting
the final video together.
A very Merry Christmas from the
Music Department!

MEDaL – Students experience
boost in their employability traits
Mr M. Charles

Assistant Head of Sixth Form
A number of Year 12 students
experienced an employability
workshop, which took place
virtually this year. MEDaL
(Meet, Eat, Drink and Learn) is
a programme that challenges
students to evaluate their
own personal traits regarding
employability, with the bonus
of very tasty refreshments. It
covers an array of skills and
attributes such as problem
solving, where they spent time
analysing information presented
in a court room, in order to
decipher
the
appropriate
outcome. This activity enabled
students to focus on the details
and debate with others to
agree a consensus. Students
demonstrated
excellent

communication skills and a
mature approach to the task.
The employability programme
covers an array of skills and ideas
that enable the students to really
think about and discuss the
characteristics to be successful
at their future endeavours and
to propel them into leaders of
the future. Students began by
considering presentation skills
and had the chance to produce
and deliver a presentation in
this relaxed setting and were
able to receive feedback to
improve their performance,
which will be invaluable to
future interviews. Students
also spent time evaluating the
behaviours and attributes of
global leaders, which included
political leaders such as Michelle
Obama, business moguls such
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as Sir Alan Sugar and worldrenowned authors such as JK
Rowling. In addition to this, they
analysed application forms,
CVs and personal statements
to understand the impression
these documents should create
in the world of work and how to
create a good first impression
during interviews.
Overall the programme has
really challenged students to
think about their applications
and interviews and has given
them an excellent starting point
to develop the skills that will
enable them to be successful
in their future applications
both for higher education, but
also for their world beyond
university such as careers,
further training programmes
and apprenticeships.

Library’s festive competition
gets students in the spirit
Mrs L. Jowett
Senior Librarian
We received some incredible
and
creative
entries
for
our competition this year,
including a hand stitched
Sherlock Holmes and Red

Riding Hood, a baked Gruffalo,
a crocheted Superman, a
painted library superhero and
a flipbook with a variety of
well-loved Christmas figures
including Santa and The
Snowman!
Well done to all of everyone who
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took part, and congratulations
to our winners:
Olivia in 7RMC, Olivia in 9BTR,
Amrita in 7MMA, Francesca in
9PDU, Simran in 7MMA, Ayra in
7RMC, Myriam in 7SML, Saheli
in 7SML and Charlotte in 8RHU.

Textile work transforming
through the Autumn term
Mrs J. Cole
Textiles
Textiles has been through
a transformation this term.
Students have been working
hard on new forms of art textiles.
The following is a celebration of
the students work.
Year 7 Focus on Fish
The room looks stunning with
the students’ work, they have all
worked hard and produced some
lovely work. Well done to all.

Year 8 Doorways
Year 8 have been studying
mystical doorways using ‘free
machine embroidery’ techniques.
Even with missing time from
school take a look at some of the
stunning work produced. Again
my congratulations to all.
Year 9 Cultural Masks
Year 9 have been looking into
another aspect of face masks,
within cultures. Again lots of
creative work, with fun being had
in the classroom.

Students recognised
for Schools Summer
Games participation
Miss B. Hughes
Head of P.E.
The
Birmingham
School
Games Challenges are virtual
online challenges for children
across the city.
These challenges provided an
opportunity for students to
engage with the School Games
throughout the summer term
while in lockdown. These
virtual challenges focused on a
different sport each week and
encouraged school children
across the city to get involved
and stay active whilst at home
or at school.
The challenges were
to keep children
and provide them
opportunity
to
developing their
skills.

designed
moving
with the
continue
sporting

These challenges were all
underpinned by the core
values of honesty, self-belief,
determination,
respect,
teamwork and passion. It
was fantastic to see so many
of our students get involved
and receive recognition for
the core values that they
demonstrated by completing
the challenges.
Many students across Years
7, 8, 9 and 10 have received,
or shortly will be receiving
badges for the values that
they demonstrated. Well done
to everyone who participated.
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Bronze DofE students carry
out range of activities at home
Mrs K. Tunstall
D of E Coordinator
The Bronze and Gold Duke of
Edinburgh Award have got off
to a flying start with 144 Year 10
students and 25 Gold students
signing up. This is an incredible
number and a reflection of the
amazing individuals who want to
embrace the spirit of adventure.
By taking the initiative to
challenge
themselves,
each
and every student will discover
lifelong skills and friendships that
will last a lifetime.
DofE does look at little different

to previous years, but that does
not make it any less rewarding
as students find new ways to
challenge themselves through
COVID times. From skateboarding
to community litter picking and
video calls to lonely relatives,
our students have taken this
opportunity to shine and seek
to better themselves and the
lives of others. We wish everyone
the best of luck with their skills,
volunteering
and
physical
sections at both Bronze and
Gold levels and we can look
forward to the expedition
adventure in the future.
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Congratulations to the 85
students in Year 11 have now
completed their ‘Certificate of
Achievement’ for the Bronze
DofE Award. This is a huge
achievement for all involved.
They have persevered with their
sections through very challenging
times, taking the initiative to
change activities in line with
COVID safety measures.
We look forward to the challenge
of the expedition in the summer.
For those yet to complete the
three sections, you have until July
2021 to get your assessor reports
submitted.

Marathon Challenge Inter-house
and form group competition
Miss B. Hughes
Head of P.E.
Over the last few weeks
students in Year 7, 8 and 9 have
been taking part in challenges
during their PE lessons.
The first challenge has required
each class to work as a team and
complete the distance of 42,000
metres around our school
site (84 laps). This distance is
approximately the distance of a
full marathon.
The ‘Marathon Challenge inter
house competition’ required
students to divide this distance
up between them in the most
effective way possible by making
the most of individual strengths.
It was up to the students to
choose how many laps each
individual would complete.
At the end of the challenge,
everyone’s time was collated to

get an overall finishing time. In
Years 7 and 8 it has been exciting
to see how motivated each class
had been to try and achieve a
quick time to win the inter house
competition. Year 9 classes have
also been competing in their
teaching groups in an inter class
competition.
The challenge has allowed
students to really show their
strength of character by making
good decisions, being positive
and resilient and striving
collectively to be their best.
The results are:
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Form

Seconds

Hours

1
2
3
4
5
6

7RMC
7JPK
7SML
7CMC
7AHU
7MMA

16505
16796
17112
17462
18408
19028

4.58
4.66
4.75
4.85
5.11
5.28

1
2
2
4
5
6

8MDC
8JBA
8JBO
8RHU
8GDA
8NOP

15848
16110
16110
16744
16940
17467

4.22
4.47
4.47
4.65
4.7
4.85

1
2
3
4
5
6

9M
9K
9Q
9P
9J
9L

15939
16303
17642
17732
17807
18397

4.42
4.52
4.69
7.925
4.94
5.27

Year 8 mini-league
lunchtime tournament

Birmingham
Virtual School
Games –
Secondary
Fitness Challenge
Miss B. Hughes
Head of P.E.
The second challenge has
been based around this half
terms Birmingham Virtual
School Games competition.
The
‘Secondary
fitness’
challenge has been about both
participation and competition.
Students have been taking
part in various fitness exercise
stations, pushing themselves
to get maximal results in each
activity.
Three of the activities from
the fitness circuit have been
submitted to the competition
website. These activities were:
the sit up challenge; the step
up challenge and the “5 metre
shuttle challenge”, where
students endeavoured to get
as many repetitions of each
exercise in 1 minute.
For each challenge we have had
540 girls participate. Well done
to all for their perseverance
and for continuing to strive to
be their best.

Elouise & Florence in Year 8
We are the Panthers and this
term we have been participating
in a lunchtime football club. We
have taken part in a mini-league
where we would play against a
few other different teams made
up of our school-mates, they
were the Croissants and the
Wildcats. We have played short
matches with rolling substitutes
with 5 players on each team.
To make it fair, we rotate our
goalkeepers
so
everyone
gets a chance to play in their

You can look forward to our next newsletter at the end
of Spring 1 in February. In the meantime, keep up to
date by following us on:

preferred position. It’s been
really fun playing a tournament
at lunchtimes as we get to play
football as well as making new
friends in other forms. We have
developed new techniques and
progressed as the weeks went
on.
This has been a great experience
to play against and with aspiring
footballers around the same
ability to learn from each other.
We are excited to finish the
tournament and find out who the
well-deserved winners are after
weeks of hard-work.
Phone Number: 0121 354 1479
Email: enquiry@suttcold.bham.sch.uk
Web: www.suttcold.bham.sch.uk

facebook.com/suttcold or twitter.com/suttcold

Jockey Road, Sutton Coldfield, West Midlands, B73 5PT
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